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Study Overview
Title
Empowering Adolescent Girls in the Sahel: Evidence from a Multi-Country RCT of the Sahel Women Empowerment and Demographic Dividend Project

Study is 3ie funded
No

Study ID
RIDIE-STUDY-ID-5fad8797d6fcd

Initial Registration Date
11/12/2020

Last Update Date
12/10/2021

Status
What is the status of your study?
Ongoing

Location(s)
Where is the intervention or study occurring? (You may select multiple countries.)
Burkina Faso
Chad
Cote Divoire
Mali
Mauritania
Niger

Abstract
Describe your study in non-technical language. This abstract will be publicly visible to people who search the registry even before the study is complete, so enter only what you are comfortable sharing at this time.
The Sahel Women Empowerment and Demographic Dividend (SWEDD) is a regional project aiming to accelerate the demographic transition by addressing both supply- and demand-side constraints to family planning and reproductive and sexual health. To achieve its objective, the project targets adolescent girls and young women mainly between the ages of 10-19 vulnerable to early marriage, teenage pregnancy, and early school drop-out, as well as their communities.

Â The impact evaluation framework focuses on six SWEDD countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, Cote dâ��Ivoire, Mali, Mauritania, Niger), where country-level impact evaluations are ongoing. In these countries, nineteen sub-projects have been approved by the SWEDD Regional Steering Committee and started in 2018. All the projects fall into one or more of three windows of eligible interventions. The first window, empowering girls, includes life skills and sexual and reproductive health knowledge projects that build adolescent girlsâ�� capacity to lead healthy and productive lives. The second window focuses on improving economic opportunities through support for income-generating activities. The third group of projects falls under the window of keeping girls in school and includes projects to improve girlsâ�� enrollment and retention in school.

This multi-country impact evaluation study focuses on evaluating interventions in the two first windows and will generate evidence related to the following research questions: What is the impact of community-based safe spaces on adolescent girlsâ�� sexual and reproductive health knowledge and behaviors? What about the impacts on empowerment indicators such as aspirations and self-esteem? What is the impact of community-based safe spaces on involvement in income generating activities, savings, and earnings? What is the impact of combining safe spaces and livelihood support interventions on health, empowerment, and economic outcomes?


Registration Citation

Categories
Choose one or more categories that describe your study.
Education
Health, Nutrition, and Population

Additional Keywords
Additional descriptive terms for the study, if any. (Use commas to separate terms.)
Adolescent girls, early marriage, early childbearing, empowerment, sexual and reproductive health, engaging boys and men, safe spaces.

Secondary ID Number(s)
To help with database searches and to avoid duplication, enter any ID numbers provided by funders (e.g., grant number) as well as any ID numbers provided by other registries (clinicaltrials.gov, ISRCT, etc.). For each ID number, include the organization that assigned it.

Principal Investigator(s)
Name of First PI
 Lea Rouanet, Estelle Koussoube, Harounan Kazianga, Elise Huillery, Bastien Michel, Olivia Bertelli, Markus Olapade, Claire Boxho, Mathilde Sage
Change History
	Date
	Value

	12/10/2021
	 Lea Rouanet, Estelle Koussoube, Harounan Kazianga, Elise Huillery, Bastien Michel, Olivia Bertelli, Markus Olapade

	12/10/2021
	 Lea Marie Rouanet, Mousson Estelle Jamel Koussoube, Harouna Kazianga, Elise Huillery, Bastien Michel, Olivia Bertelli, Markus Olapade



Affiliation
World Bank, World Bank, Africa Gender Innovation Lab (GIL), Oklahoma state University, Paris School of economics, Paris Dauphine, Center for Evaluation and Development (C4ED), University of Mannheim

Name of Second PI

Affiliation

Study Sponsor
Name
What organization is the primary funder of your study?
World Bank

Study Sponsor Location
Indicate the country where your study sponsor is located.
United States

Research Partner
Name of Partner Institution
If you are collaborating with another organization to perform this research (including organizations in the study country), provide the organization's name.
NA

Type of Organization
What type of institution is your research partner?

Location
Indicate the country where your research partner is located.
United States
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Intervention Overview
Intervention
Describe the intervention or program being evaluated in this study. Be sure to indicate the objectives and expected beneficiaries. Do not discuss the evaluation here, only the intervention. (Include only details of the program that can be made public at this time.)
There are two windows of intervention to be evaluated in this study. The first window, empowering girls, includes life skills and sexual and reproductive health knowledge projects that build adolescent girlsâ�� capacity to lead healthy and productive lives. The second window focuses on improving economic opportunities through support for income-generating activities. The main objective of these interventions is to create the conditions for girls to stay in school longer, marry later and begin having children later.

In practice, the regional impact evaluation is based on two treatments:


	Safe spaces (T1)
	Safe spaces plus income generating activities, including providing cash transfers (IGA) (T2).


In the framework of the regional impact evaluation, beneficiaries targeted are adolescent girls distributed across schools, villages and localities, depending on each country as

the interventions take different forms in the considered SWEDD countries. In CÃ´te dâ��Ivoire, for instance, safe spaces have been provided both for in- and out-of-school adolescent girls and young women aged 12-24 while in Burkina-Faso, for the same age group, only out of school girls are targeted. On top of safe spaces, some academic support courses are also offered along with supports for income generating activities in CÃ´te dâ��Ivoire. In Mali, the implementation was similar to CÃ´te dâ��Ivoire, but also includes cash transfers to encourage schooling. In Mauritania, there were both in-school and community-based safe spaces with some scholarships provided to support schooling and some business grants to selected beneficiaries. In Chad, safe spaces treatment is limited to in-school girls and some of them are also provided with IGA supports. Niger only implemented safe spaces. There were no IGA supports.


Theory of Change
Describe the key aspects of the interventionâ��s theory of change, emphasizing the mechanisms the impact evaluation will focus on.
The design of the SWEDD project is based on the hypothesis that increasing adolescent girls and women social and economic empowerment is essential to: (i) reduce fertility rates, (ii) improve health; (iii) and increase human capital to lower dependency ratios and create a productive adult workforce. Here, â��social empowermentâ�� is defined as participation in community-level girlsâ�� programs, with an implicit theory of change that such participation leads to social empowerment. These programs will enable economic empowerment. â��Economic empowermentâ�� is defined here as having both the resources to advance economically and the power to make and act on economic decisions. Economic empowerment starts with fair and equal access to markets and institutions, but women also need agency and control over resources to ensure they benefit from economic activities.

Furthermore, the anticipated projectâ��s impacts (delayed marriage and childbearing; increased engagement in activities and earnings) are mutually reinforcing in that marriage/childbearing delays lead to productivity gains by allowing girls the time to finish school and start a livelihood. This facilitates increased engagement in economic activities and allows for higher earnings. As a result, there is an increase in the opportunity cost of having children and hence delays childbearing. Thus, providing a combination of interventions (for example safe spaces and support for income generating activities) is expected to yield more impact than simply providing one intervention.Â 


Treatment Arms
Does this intervention or program have multiple treatment arms or program types under evaluation?
Yes

Implementing Agency
Name of Organization
Who is carrying out the intervention or program? (Provide the name of the organization.)
Country specific ministers of women, health, territory and population, education, technical and vocational education, youth and sport, family and humanitarian action, etc.

Type of Organization
Public Sector, e.g. Government Agency or Ministry

Program Funder
Name of Organization
Who is funding the intervention or program? (If multiple organizations are involved in funding, provide the name of the primary funder.)
World Bank

Type of Organization
What type of organization is this?
Foreign or Multilateral Aid Agency

Intervention Timing
Intervention Timeline
Has the intervention or program already started? (Answer yes if the intervention has started, meaning the planned treatment has begun, and is either still in process or completed.)
No

Start Date
When did the intervention or program begin? (If not yet started, provide estimated date.)
01/01/2019

End Date
When did the intervention or program end? (If not yet completed, provide estimated date. If this is to be an ongoing program, leave the field blank.)
12/31/2023
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Evaluation Method Overview
Primary (or First) Evaluation Method
What is the main methodological approach you will use to estimate the causal impacts of the intervention or program? (If more than one, enter the first here. You will have the opportunity to enter a second method later.)
Randomized control trial

Other Method
Please describe your method that was not listed in the choices above.

Additional Evaluation Method (If Any)
Randomized control trial

Other Method
Please describe your method that was not listed in the choices above.

Method Details
Details of Evaluation Approach
Please provide details of your methodological approach(es).
The regional impact evaluation is based on two treatments: safe spaces (T1) and safe spaces plus income generating activities, including providing cash transfers (IGA) (T2).

Across countries, clusters, i.e. administrative units (villages or urban neighborhoods), are randomized into treatment groups (T1 and T2) and the corresponding control groups.

The number of treated treated and control group adolescents after the random assignment of villages are as follows by country:


	Burkina Faso: 6362 treated adolescent girls and young women; and 1965 adolescent girls and young women in the control group.
	Chad:
	CÃ´te dâ��Ivoire: 3 964Â treated adolescent girls and young women; and 1 320 adolescent girls andÂ young women in the control group.
	Mauritanie:
	Mali: Â 5198 treated adolescent girls and young women; and 2 265 adolescent girls andÂ young women in the control group.
	Niger: 3459Â treated adolescent girls and young women; andÂ 3 483Â adolescent girls andÂ young women in the control group.



Outcomes (Endpoints)
What are the outcome variables (endpoints) of interest in this evaluation? (You may distinguish primary and secondary outcomes as well as final and intermediate outcomes. If you do, indicate to which category each outcome belongs. See help text for definitions.)
The main indicators can be grouped in the following four categories: (i) Sexual and reproductive health, including knowledge on SRH (e.g., modern contraceptives, birth spacing, and breastfeeding), use of modern contraception, access to and use of health services, fertility preferences, early marriage and childbearing, (ii) Education including school enrollment, attendance, performance and grade completion, (iii) Economic employment including participation in (non-farm) income generating activities, income, savings, and (iv) Empowerment and life skills including decision-making power within the household, mobility, self-esteem, attitudes towards and experience of gender-based violence, aspirations about education, employment, and marriage.


Unit of Analysis
What is the main unit of analysis for the evaluation?
Individual

Hypotheses
What specific hypotheses do you plan to test with the outcome variables specified above (or other outcomes)? (You may distinguish primary and secondary hypotheses if you like.)
Primary hypothesis.

The main hypothesis is that participating in safe spaces will improve adolescent girlsâ�� knowledge and use of family planning, socio-emotional skills, and other empowerment indicators such as aspirations and decision-making power.In the long term, we expect to observe a reduction in early marriage and childbearing rates.

Â When on top of safe spaces, income generating activities (IGA) are provided, we expect these safe spaces beneficiaries to report higher productivity and revenue: the anticipated projectâ��s impacts (delayed marriage and childbearing; increased engagement in activities and earnings) are mutually reinforcing in that marriage/childbearing delays lead to productivity gains by allowing girls the time to finish school and start a livelihood. Thus, providing a combination of interventions (safe spaces + IGA) is expected to yield more impact than simply providing one intervention.

Secondary hypotheses: 

We expect the participation to the interventions as well as the impacts on the outcomes of interest to vary by marital status and age. Existing studies of the impact of safe spaces and other interventions targeting girls to improve sexual and reproductive health outcomes have emphasized the mediating effect of age, with younger girls benefiting more on average (e.g. Amin et al., 2016). In addition, married girls may benefit less for the interventions as married girls may have less time to devote to these activities due to domestic responsibilities. On the other hand, because group-based activities have the potential to increase social capital (e.g. Roy et al., 2019), they may particularly benefit married girls who may have less opportunities to interact with their peers due to time constraints. Therefore, we will test for the heterogeneity of effects by age group and marital status.


Unit of Intervention or Assignment
Unit of assignment for receipt of the intervention or program. For experiments, the unit of randomization. (For example, individuals, schools, clinics, firms, etc.)
Clusters (villages and urban localities)

Number of Clusters in Sample
If the intervention or program is to be administered by cluster or group (e.g., schools, villages), what is the (expected) number of groups or clusters in the analysis?
Burkina-Faso :200;  Chad: 200; Cote d'Ivoire=224; Mali=171; Mauritanie =74; Niger=198

Number of Individuals in Sample
What is the (expected) number of individual observations (e.g., of students, households, enterprises) in the sample?
Burkina-Faso :200;  Chad: 200; Cote d'Ivoire=224; Mali=171; Mauritanie =74; Niger=198

Size of Treatment, Control, or Comparison Subsamples
What is the (expected) number of observations in treatment and control or comparison subsamples (i.e., those receiving the intervention and those not receiving it)? (If the intervention or program is to be administered by cluster or group, please give the number of groups, not individuals, in each subsample.)
Burkina-Faso=8327;  Chad= ; Cote d'Ivoire=5284; Mali=7463; Mauritanie =; Niger=6942

Supplementary Files
Analysis Plan
If you have a pre-analysis plan to upload, please do so here. (Note that a pre-analysis plan is a detailed outline of the analysis plan written in advance of seeing the data which may specify hypotheses to be tested, variable construction, equations to be estimated, controls to be used, and other aspects of the analysis. See help text for further information. You may select to have the plan kept private until study completion or another date of your choosing.)
PAP_IE_regional_Dec10_posted.pdf
Change History
	Date
	Value

	12/10/2021
	PAP_IE_regional_Dec10_posted.pdf



Other Documents
Do you have any other documents outlining what you plan to do in this study that you are willing to upload (e.g., a proposal or IRB document)? (You may select to have the documents kept private until study completion or another date of your choosing.)
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Outcomes Data
Description
Briefly describe the data set that will be used to measure outcomes. (For example, this could be a household survey, school or health facility survey, administrative data, etc. If there is more than one such data source, please describe the most important one.)
Panel data set comprising 3 rounds of data collection: (i) Baseline survey, including an initial listing of households in each of the 1273 villages and localities to create the sampling frame; (ii) Midline survey expected to start by October 2020 and (iii) Endline survey expected to be conducted between 2022-2023. 

Data Collection Status
Have these data already been collected, whether by you or someone else? (This refers to data collected after the intervention was implemented, not baseline data.)
No

Previous Use of the Data
Has this data set been used before by you or others for analysis, including for unrelated research?

Data Access
Is this a restricted access data set?

Data Status
Have you obtained the data?

Data Approval Process
Briefly describe the approval process.

Approval Status
Have you obtained approval and/or the data?

Treatment Assignment Data
Participation or Assignment Information
Does (or will) the above outcomes data also contain information on the treatment assignment or program participation, i.e., which units received the intervention or participated in the program?
Yes

Description
What kind of data will you use for information on treatment assignment or program participation, i.e., which units received the intervention or participated in the program? Examples include administrative data, household survey, etc. (In some cases, there may be no specific data set. For example, data might simply be common knowledge that a program was implemented in a particular village. This type of information can be treated as a data set.)

Data Status
Do these data already exist?

Previous Use of the Data
Has this data set been used before by you or others for analysis, including for unrelated research?

Data Access
Is this a restricted access data set?

Data Obtainment Status
Have you obtained the data?

Data Approval Process
Briefly describe the approval process.

Approval Status
Have you obtained approval and/or the data?

Data Analysis
Data Analysis Status
Have you started analysis of the data?

Study Materials
Upload Study Materials
It is helpful for other researchers to be able to see survey instruments used in prior studies. Are you interested in uploading or providing links(s) to the instrument(s) or any other study information at this time? (You will also be able to do so at a later date, including at study completion.) If so, upload documents or provide links to instruments, other websites, or documents related to your study that you are willing to share, and describe each item.

Registration Category
Registration Category
Based on the information you have provided, we have classified your registration as follows.
Prospective, Category 1: Data for measuring impacts have not been collected
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Completion Overview
Intervention Completion Date
When was the intervention or program completed? If this is an ongoing program, leave the date blank.

Data Collection Completion Date
When was data collection on outcomes completed?

Unit of Analysis
What was the main unit of analysis for the evaluation?

Clusters in Final Sample
If the intervention involved clusters or groups as the unit of randomization or program assignment, please indicate the final number of clusters or groups in the sample used in the analysis.

Total Observations in Final Sample
For estimating primary program impacts, what was the total number of individual observations used in the analysis (including program recipients and controls or comparisons)?

Size of Treatment, Control, or Comparison Subsamples
What is the size of each treatment and control or comparison subsample in the main analysis? (If the analysis is at the cluster or group level, please give the number of groups, not individuals, in each subsample.)

Findings
Preliminary Report
Is there a report on the results?

Preliminary Report URL
Provide a link to the report if available.

Summary of Findings
Summarize your results. (Copy and paste a report abstract or executive summary as appropriate. Highlight the results for the key outcomes and hypotheses you outlined when registering.)

Paper
Are there any published studies based on this evaluation?

Paper Summary
Provide titles and brief summaries of the studies.

Paper Citation
Enter the citations.

Data Availability
Data Availability (Primary Data)
Is the data set you used available for other researchers (whether access is free or restricted), or will it be in the future?

Date of Data Availability
When will the data be available?

Data URL or Contact
Enter a link to the data set, if available, or the name and email of a contact person for access.

Access procedure
If the data are or will be available only on a restricted basis, please describe the procedure to apply for the data.

Other Materials
Survey
Can you share the survey questionnaire(s) you used (if not previously made publicly available)?

Survey Instrument Links or Contact
Provide the link to the survey instrument(s) or describe how to obtain them.

Program Files
Are program files (e.g., Stata .do files) available for public distribution?

Program Files Links or Contact
If yes, please provide a link to the files or the name and email of a contact person for access.

External Link
Please provide links to any other related websites, documents, etc.

External Link Description
Describe the above links.

Description of Changes
Please add any comments you would like to make on changes in this project between the initial registration and the reporting of the results (e.g., changes in evaluation method, sample size, hypotheses, etc.).

Study Stopped
Date
When was the study stopped?

Reason
Why was the study stopped?

